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A Conversation with Levi Hammer

My Symphony recently sat 
down with Levi Hammer, 
the Akron Symphony 

Orchestra’s assistant conductor and 
music director of the Akron Youth
Symphony, to find out about his mul-
tifaceted life. Although the following 
article is not technically about the 
Akron Youth Symphony, we decided 
to include it here anyway since Levi 
Hammer has made such an impact on this outstanding group of dedi-
cated, young musicians. You can see Levi Hammer conducting at the 
Akron Symphony Orchestra’s Romeo & Juliet concert on January 19,
2013 and at any Akron Youth Symphony concert. A complete season 
schedule is provided on the opposite page. We hope you will join us.

MS: Every time we look up, it seems you’re engaged in something 
totally new! What is it that compels you in so many directions?

LH: If I had to do some self-analysis, it’s probably because I have 
a frightening degree of curiosity about all aspects of music. It’s that 
curiosity that has led me to pursue conducting in both the symphonic 
and operatic worlds. Nowadays, there are so many talented people 
out there that there is a huge push for specialization. So one is either 
a Schumann or a Bartok conductor; a modern or a historical violinist; 
a performer or an educator; a “serious” or a “popular” composer. I 
wholeheartedly reject these either/or notions. I’m certainly not a jack
of all trades, but I can’t help being drawn to the glories of, say, Mahler 
in the symphonic realm and Wagner in the operatic, or the Bach 
b-minor Mass and Schoenberg’s Pierrot Lunaire.

MS: Northeast Ohio audiences know you as a conductor, but in 
October you surprised us by appearing with the Akron Symphony in a 
pair of piano concertos during the Rhapsody in Blue concert. How do 
you define yourself as a musician?

LH: I’d always considered myself simply a musician, and my various
activities were just different manifestations of me, the musician. But I 
was recently jolted into an existential crisis by a late night conversation
with conductor Robert Spano. Amidst a lively discussion of psychoanal-
ysis and Nietzsche, Robert pronounced: “Levi, you haven’t decided 
what you are and who you are. And it’s holding you back from grow-
ing. And if you’re not growing, you’re dying.” Not wanting to die, 
I naturally did a lot of soul-searching and – while still rejecting any 
pigeonholing – I’ve realized that I’m first and foremost a conductor, 
and the rest of my activities are peripheral to, though supportive of, 
that craft. And although my piano-playing has taken a back seat to my 
conducting, I feel I have something special to offer when I do actually 
still perform as a pianist. I play almost every day, and I often demon-
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AKRON YOUTH SYMPHONY
2012-2013 CONCERT SCHEDULE

FALL CONCERT
Sunday, November 18, 2012

3:00 p.m.
Cuyahoga Falls High School

431 Stow Avenue, Cuyahoga Falls
Program Includes:

Beethoven: Egmont Overturet
Schubert: Unfinished Symphonyd

Mozart: Jupiter, 1st mvmtt

Shostakovich: Symphony 5y , 4th mvmt
Gabrieli: Canzon septimi tonii No.i 2

AYS CHAMBER ENSEMBLE & 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

AT THE FAMILY READING FESTIVAL
Saturday, February 9, 2013

Akron-Summit Countyt Mainy  Library
Auditorium

High Street, Downtown Akron

WINTER CONCERT
Featuring the Akrone Youth Symphony &y
the Greatere Akronr  Youth Philharmonic

Sunday, February 17, 2013
3:00 p.m.

Cuyahoga Falls High School
Program includes:

Tchaikovsky: Romeo ando  Julietd
Mussorgsky/Rimsky-Korsakov: Night ont

Bald Mountaind
Beethoven: Coriolan Overture

AYS CHAMBER CONCERT
Tuesday, March 12, 2013

7:00 p.m.
Akron-Summit Countyt  Mainy Library

Auditorium
Program may include:y

Mozart: Jupiter
Brahms: Serenade No.e  1 [for Nonet]r

SIDE-BY-SIDE CONCERT
Featuring the Akrone Youth Symphony

with the Greatere Akronr  Youth
Philharmonic

Saturday, March 23, 2013
7:30 p.m.

Barberton High School
555 Barber Road, Barberton

AKRON YOUTH SYMPHONY 
SPRING CONCERT

Sunday, May 5, 2013     
3:00 p.m.

Barberton High School
Program includes:

Bartok: Rumanian Folk Dancesk
Shostakovich: Symphony No.y  5

Concerto, featuring the 2013 Concerto
Competition Winner

strate musical concepts at thet  piano when
I’m rehearsing the Akron Youth Symphony.
I love to see their shining eyes when they
recognize something like a mediant modu-t
lation in Schubert.

MS: Speaking of yourf work with the
Akron Youth Symphony, can you tell us a
bit aboutt  yourt season?

LH: I think of thef  youth orchestra’s season
as a journey.  Their skills as practical musi-

cians will demonstrably improve.y They’ll
learn about thet history andy  beauty ofy
music. They’ll have fun along the way;
and when we perform Shostakovich’s Fifth
Symphony aty  thet conclusion of ourf  season,
we will all have answered the question
posed at thet  beginning of thef season: “Is
the Fifth Symphony any apology ory  a chal-
lenge?” I guess it’s my hopey  that ourt  jour-
ney throughy the season won’t endt  with the
final concert, but willt  only bey  a significant
step in a larger transformation.

In tune 
with the 
needs of our 
community. 
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