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A351stant conductcn Lev1 Hammer will play

Mozart s Plano Co_ne rto No. 251in C major

By Kerry CIawson

.- Beacon Joumal staff writer- .-+

Akron Symphony Assistant
Conductor Levi Hammer

play Mozart’s Piano Concerto

No.25in C major in concert -
for the first time Sunday for -

the orchestra’s opening night. . 5
. ." . Conducting Fellow, as was hxs !

The event, which also
will feature Ron Nelson’s

Savannah River Holrday an&%

Brahms’ Sﬁmphony No.linC
minor, wi

Thomas Hall. - ;
- “It’s.a big deal for me =

because I'm not so much

‘a pianist anymore,” said -

Hammer, who has focused on & Rhapsody in Blue and I Got .

. Rhythm Variations.

conducting in recent years. -

“Nowadays, when I do Mozart

it’s almost always in the form .

- of his operatic or symphonic
output. But it’s especrally nice °

to have the opportumty to
. return to my pianistic roots -

_and play this concerto that I’ve
: always dreamed of performing.

- with such a great conductor, .
.-a wonderful orchestra, and
: parred with Brahms!”
-».. Hammer studied
, conductmg, piano,

composition and languages -
- at the University Mozarteum
, Salzburg, che Umversrty

 Christopher Wilkins. -

beat730pm at - ;

the University of Akron $EJ. © Edonearn Hammer will -

¢ perform under Wilkins’ bato
. with the Akron Symphony, . '
" following Shostakovich’s Plano

~director of the Akron Youth
=y Symphony, Hammer is at
: dplano nearly every day
~ stu

* singers or on chamber music

“performs in solo recltal about‘ v

and Arizona State Umversrty
He came to the Akron -

: Symphony after working wrth
- Benjamin Zander at the Boston
- Philharmonic, accompanymg (

Zander in 2010 on his last -

: . trip to the Akron Symphony. ,

Hammer was a Zander -

ASO predecessor, Christopher *
ees, and current Akron
Symphony Music Director

» This will be the ft

Concerto No. 2 and Gershwin’ S

As an ASO assistant
onductor as well as music

ying symphonic and .
* operatic scores, working w

for his own en; agements. He - E

onceayear : Sy
Hammer Said,coming

hony to lek off season

& who works wrth singers . . '
. and learning the operatrc
- repertoire as a pramst isa 19th

Plamst/conductor Leonard

" Bernstein was Hammer's -

* hero when he was a teena er
~“Now, he looks to pianists
.. conductors such as Robert -
- Spano, music director of -
. the Atlanta Symphony -
- Orchestra who previously -

was . zil;onductmg professor at

3

'j studymg the classical -

- as a lifetime’s work: “If you
- really want to becomea -

* children basic questions such

performmg a solo w1th the

: orchestra.” . .

- He talks about the nsmg

* drama of Mozart’s Piano _

~ Concerto No. 25, with the

* soloist playing in opposrtron to

" the orchestra. - -

" “It’s a perfect piece of

: musie, just so expresswe,” he

 said of the concerto, which: -

- possesses a symphonic quahty

- with a larger orchestra than

: most concertos have.

- “All Mozart is opera.

Even his non-opera music is
opera, so it’s full of drama and
theatricality and contrast,” » My

- Hammer, said.

The piece begins vv1th

the grandeur of the Allegro :

: maestoso and moves into the .

- Akron Symphony Orchiestta . tranquil Andante movement,

I.ew Hammer wiII be the sololst for Mozart’s Plano Concerto No. - wiuch Hammer thmks ofas an
25 for the Akron Symphony Orchestra s opemng—night concert .7 aria,

- play it hke a great
=24 soprano would sing,” he said. -

- “His and my pianism . H
i ammer, who was assocrate
 informs all that we do as * conductor this summer -

musicians,” Hammer said of * at Cenitral C1t Overa int

: himself and Spano, who hasa Colorado, is also ookmg ;
?:gigiﬁ:?;?l career tand " forward to.a repertoire full of
. ASE eun corar dpla:us + &+ Puccini, Verdi, Rossini, Ravel,
T eryls : og tantlllc Of, . <" Beethoven, Faure, Barber,

ettt R - Mozart, Dvorak and more with

the Akron Youth Symphony

- this season, -

: 'S Co;t for the Akron ‘

- Symphony’s opening concert

.+ Sunday is $25. Call 330-535-8131
. OI see WWW. akronsymphony

% org y

repertoire, which he describe

. great conductor, you have to
systematically learn the entrre
repertorre i LR
< in Hammer’s outreach
talks in the community bo
the orchestra’s opening
night concert, he asks school

as “What is a concerto?” -
and answers, “It's a soloxst



